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ABOUT 

STATS SA

Stats SA is a national government department 

accountable to the Minister in the Presidency: 

Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation. 

The activities of the department are regulated by 

the Statistics Act (6 of 1999) which mandates the 

department to advance the production, 

dissemination, use and coordination of official 

statistics to advance planning, monitoring and 

decision making to advance economic growth, 

development and democracy.

CENSUS 

MANDATE

Section 7 of the Statistics Act: The Statistician-

General must cause a population census to happen.
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The Census generates 

diverse data on 

demographic and socio-

economic information 

and plays an essential 

role in planning, policy 

formulation, evaluation 

and budget allocation.

WHY IS A 

CENSUS 

IMPORTANT?

Equity in distribution of government services

Distributing and allocating government funds among 

various regions and districts for services

Measuring the performance impact of socio economic  

development of government policies and programmes
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1996 Traditional face-to-face census visiting 

households with paper questionnaire

2001 Census enumerators visiting 

households with paper questionnaire 

2011 Traditional face-to-face census visiting 

households with paper questionnaire,

Questionnaire scanning 

2022 100% digital, multi-mode 

options of data collection:

• Face to face (CAPI)

• Telephonic (CATI)

• Web-based (CAWI)

The road to Census 2022
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Aug 2018

New Methodologies Test (NMT)

Our Journey

2019

Mini Test Phase 1 + 2 (CAPI)

Jul 2020

Census Trial

COVID -19 Wave 1

Fully implemented 

Remotely

CAWI, CATI

Pilot postponed COVID -19 Wave 2 (CAWI, CAPI,CATI)
Dec 2020

Jul 2021
Pilot Conducted (Except in KZN and WC)

(CAWI, CAPI,CATI)

Feb 2022
Main Census Conducted

(CAWI, CAPI,CATI)
LGE 

Decision

23 Jul 2022
Pilot 2 Main

Sep-Nov 2021

3 months



IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH DATA ECOSYSTEMS

Statistics South Africa’s 

first digital census 
COVID-19 pandemic biggest census project disruptor:

 Pilot 

Main census

Census planning and implementation affected

Shifting of Census reference point from October to February 

 Possible impact on indicators

Multi modal data collection approaches:

CAPI, CAWI, CATI

Changes in training mode to mitigate impact 

Extended enumeration period

 Staggered enumeration completion 
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This was South Africa’s 

first digital census with 

real time, computer 

aided data collection 

using hand held 

devices

KEY CENSUS 2022 

INNOVATIONS
Web and telephone mode options for households 

who registered

Online fieldworker verification system

SOPs for managing COVID-19 in the field

Localised Recruitment with Integrated Google Maps 
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Stats SA conducts a de facto 

census, which means 

individuals are counted 

according to where they were 

on the census night:

2nd February 2022. 

CENSUS 

ENUMERATION

2 FEBRUARY 2022

Those living in special dwelling institutions as well as the 

homeless and transient were counted. 

Enumeration of the rest of the country started on 3rd

February and was finalised between March and 31 May 2022
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Quality Matters

Data quality assurance processes built in all census phases including:

o In-built validation rules in data collection instruments;

o Fieldwork monitoring throughout enumeration period;

o Minimal editing and imputations;

o Use of independent technical experts to evaluate census 2022 processes 

and data;

o Validation of census 2022 data against previous censuses.
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Quality Matters: Data Collection Rate
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Post Enumeration Survey

• A PES is an independent survey conducted immediately after Census 

enumeration as part of quality evaluation for the Census; It evaluates the 

quality of census data by measuring the extent of coverage and content errors;

• Coverage error is a measure of how many persons or households were 

missed or counted more than once;

• Content error indicates the quality of key characteristics in the census;

• AND provides a statistically informed basis for adjusting the census count.
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Province

Net undercount 

rate for 

persons (%)

Net undercount 

rate for 

households (%)

Western Cape 35,58 36,30

Eastern Cape 32,40 27,24

Northern Cape 33,41 27,14

Free State 20,95 17,93

KwaZulu-Natal 34,67 27,93

North West 23,33 23,05

Gauteng 30,79 35,82

Mpumalanga 35,26 32,00

Limpopo 23,53 24,83

RSA 31,06 30,49

• United Nations acclaimed methods used 
to identify those omitted or counted more 
than once during Census taking.

• The persons that were missed were 
accounted for and the count adjusted.

• The same UN methods, are used to
• Assure quality of key variables and 
• check the veracity of our data.
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Undercount – Persons and households
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The quality of the following population characteristics was measured: 

• Population group, 

• Sex, 

• Age group, 

• Marital status, 

• Relationship to head of household, and 

• Country of birth

The aggregated index of inconsistency measures the level of consistency or variability 

between Census and PES.

Findings: No characteristics were reported with high aggregated index of 

inconsistency.

13

Measurement of Content Errors - PES
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Demographic characteristic

Aggregated index of inconsistency 

(measures the level of consistency or 

variability between Census and PES)

Interpretation

Population group 7,52 Low

Sex 8,19 Low

Age group 13,61 Low

Marital status 22,99 Moderate

Relationship to head of household 34,79 Moderate

Country of birth 42,27 Moderate

• Low – this implies that the characteristics are reported reliably and consistently between census and 

PES

• Moderate – this implies that the characteristics were reported with some degree of inconsistency, 

but not extreme, between census and PES

• No characteristics were reported with high aggregated index of inconsistency

Content Errors PES
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Population
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South Africa’s Population 

on 2 February 2022 

62,027,503
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40,6M

44,8M

51,8M

62,0M

1996 2001 2011 2022

Increase by 15,5% 

from 2001

Increase by 10,4% 

from 1996

Increase by 

19,8% from 

2011

South Africa’s population increased by 19,8% from 2011 to 2022

10,3 Million 

Increase
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GP KZN WC EC LP MP NW FS NC
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GP has grown by 2,8M and remains the largest province 

with 15,1 million people  

15,1M

12,4M

7,4M 7,2M 6,5M

5,1M
3,8M

3,0M

1,4M

Population by Province 2022

All provinces showed growth 

between 2011 and 2022

24,3% 20,0% 12,0% 11,7% 10,6% 8,3% 6,1% 4,8% 2,2%



IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH DATA ECOSYSTEMS

15,1M

Census 2011 showed GP overtook 

KZN to become the largest 

population centre

The population landscape  in South Africa changed between 1996 and 2022

WC is the 3rd most 

populated 

province, moving 

from 5th spot in 

1996 to 3rd in 

2022

LP

KZN

WC

FS

EC

NW

MP

GP

NC
1996 2001 2011 2022

Population by Province 

Census 1996- 2022

7,2M

6,4M

5,1M

3,8M

3,0M

1,4M

7,4M

12,4M

1M1M1M
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50% of our 

population live in 

the largest 17 

Municipalities

10% of our population live in the 

smallest 95 Local Municipalities

South Africa’s population is widely dispersed amongst the 213 Metropolitan 

and Local  Municipalities

The smallest population 
was found in Khâi-Ma 
Municipality in NC with 
8 510 inhabitants
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50% of our population 

live in the largest 17 

Metros and Municipalities

Top 17 Metro or Local Municipalities by Population

Large population centres  are evident throughout South Africa

7,7% 7,7% 6,8% 6,6% 6,5% 1,9% 1,6% 1,5% 1,4% 1,3% 1,3% 1,3% 1,2% 1,0% 0,9% 0,9% 0,9%
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1 1 City of Johannesburg

2 City of Cape Town

1

2

3 eThekwini

Ekurhuleni

City of Tshwane

Nelson Mandela Bay

Buffalo City

Emfuleni

Polokwane

14

12

11

City of Mbombela

8 8 8
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Rank 1996 Rank 2001 Rank 2011 Rank 2022

Mangaung 

population only 

grew by 0,4% 

between 2011 

and 2022

Mbombela, with a population of 0,8 Million, has entered the top 10 most 

populous Local and Metropolitan Municipalities

10

Mangaung

Ranking of Population by Local and Metropolitan Municipality

3

Bushbuckridge

1

2
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Demographics
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50,0% 50,1% 50,2% 50,3% 50,3% 49,3% 49,6% 49,7% 49,9% 48,2% 46,1% 44,1% 43,5% 42,0% 40,1%
36,6% 33,5%

25,6%

49,97% 49,85% 49,79% 49,66% 49,70% 50,72% 50,36% 50,28% 50,08% 51,82% 53,85% 55,91% 56,47% 57,96% 59,91%
63,39% 66,55%

74,43%

0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85+

50%

MALE 

FEMALE 

Women outnumber men in these age groups (25 years and up)

Age Group All Ages

48,5%

51,5%

Females constituted 51,1% of the total population while 48,5% were males. 

As age increases women outlive their male counterparts

Population by 5-year age groups and sex, Census 2022
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*Due to rounding totals may not add up to 100%
25

The white 

population 

declined 

proportionally 

to 7,3% in 2022 

from 9% 

observed in 

2011

50,5 Million

Black African
81,4%

5,1 Million

Coloured
8,2%

4,5 Million

White

7,3%

1,7 Million

Indian/Asian
2,7%

O
th

e
r

0,2M

At 81,4% the Black African population group constitutes the largest 

proportion of SA’s population, followed by Coloured at 8,2%
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*Due to rounding totals may not add up to 100%
26

Black African population remains the biggest population group since 1996. 

77,4 79,0 79,2 81,4

9,0 8,9 8,9 8,22,6 2,5 2,5 2,7
11,0 9,6 8,9 7,3

1996 2001 2011 2022

Black African Coloured Indian or Asian White
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Children 0-14

16,4M 

Adults 35-59

18,0M

Elderly 60+

6,1M

SA’s median age is 28 years

Youth 15-34

21,6M

26,4% 34,8% 29,0% 9,8%

*Due to rounding totals may not add up to 100%

Population age structure 5-year age groups, 2022

61,2% of South Africa’s population is under 35 years old.
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0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

0 - 4 5 - 9 10 - 14 15 - 19 20 - 24 25 - 29 30 - 34 35 - 39 40 - 44 45 - 49 50 - 54 55 - 59 60 - 64 65 - 69 70 - 74 75 - 79 80 - 84 85+

Nationally, the median age increased to 28 years from 22 years in 1996, an 

overall increase of six years

2022 median age was 28 years

1996 median age was 22 years

SA’s population in 1996 

showed a youthful age 

structure
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21

23

26

33

27

30

37

45

15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Indian/Asian

Coloured

Black African

AGE in YEARS

The White Population Group 

Median Age has increased by 7 

years since 2011

The median age was lowest among Black Africans at 27 years, 

and highest among the White population group at 45 years.

Median Age by Population Group, 2022
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South Africa exhibits a unique distribution of languages across the country

Afrikaans

isiXhosa

Setswana

isiZulu

Sepedi

Sesotho

Xitsonga

Tshivenda

IsiSwati

No dominant 

language

Dominant home 

language

2,1%

0,02%

1,7%

2,5%

2,8%

4,7%

7,8%

8,3%

8,7%

10,0%

10,6%

16,3%

24,4%

Other

Sign language

isiNdebele

Tshivenda

siSwati

Xitsonga

Sesotho

Setswana

English

Sepedi

Afrikaans

isiXhosa

isiZulu

Population distribution by language spoken most often in the 

household, 2022

No dominant 

language

30
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22,8%

23,8% 22,7%

24,4%

1996 2001 2011 2022

17,9%

17,6% 16,0%

16,3%

1996 2001 2011 2022

14,5%

13,4%
13,5%

10,6%

1996 2001 2011 2022

9,2%

9,4% 9,0%

10,0

%

1996 2001 2011 2022

8,7%

8,3%

9,7%
8,7%

1996 2001 2011 2022

8,2%

8,2% 8,0%

8,3%

1996 2001 2011 2022

7,7%

7,9% 7,6%

7,8%

1996 2001 2011 2022

4,4%

4,4%
4,5%

4,7%

1996 2001 2011 2022

2,5%

2,7% 2,5%

2,8%

1996 2001 2011 2022

2,2%

2,3%
2,4%

2,5%

1996 2001 2011 2022

1,5%

1,6%
2,1%

1,7%

1996 2001 2011 2022

0,6% 0,5%
1,6%

2,1%

1996 2001 2011 2022

IsiZulu IsiXhosa Afrikaans Sepedi English

Sesotho

Setswana

Xitsonga SiSwati Tshivenda IsiNdebele Other

Sign language was recently promulgated as South Africa’s 12th official language. Census results showed that 0,5% of 

the population indicated that they communicated using sign language in 2011, decreasing to 0,02% in 2022. 

IsiZulu remains the language spoken most often in the household at 24,4% 

in 2022

Afrikaans has declined the most, falling 3,9 

percentage points since Census 1996

Population distribution by language spoken most often in 

the household, Census 2022
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Migration
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LP

EC

KZN

FS

NC

MP

NW

WC

GP

-114 328

-62 629

-10 067

-9 878

12 094

12 650

47 275

294 029

399 353

Residence in the previous census  (2011) compared to the current census (2022)

Between 2011 and 2022 GP received a net  amount of almost 400 000 

persons  moving into the province 

NET MIGRATION

OUT MIGRATION IN MIGRATION

Gauteng, Western Cape, North West, 

Mpumalanga and Northern Cape provinces 

showed positive net-migration
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The top two receiving provinces Gauteng and Western Cape show differing 

migration flows

EC

FS

GP

KZN

LP

MP

NC

NW

WC

EC

FS

GP

KZN

LP

MP

NC

NW

WC

EC

FS

GP

KZN

LP

MP

NC

NW

WC

EC

FS

GP

KZN

LP

MP

NC

NW

WCWC

GP as a destination region WC as a destination region

Residence in the previous census  (2011) compared to the current census (2022)

Outside SA
Outside SA
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2,4M

2,2M

1,0M
0,8M
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The number of immigrants (Persons born outside South Africa) in 2022 have more than 

doubled when compared with 2001, and increased slightly between 2011 and 2022

1996 2001 2011 2022

Distribution of immigrants over time, Census 1996- 2022 
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36

The top five sending countries remained the same between the two and 

represent more than 85% of all migrants in 2022

Zimbabwe

Mozambique

Lesotho

Malawi

United Kingdom/Great Britain

Distribution of top 5 sending countries to South Africa, Census 2011 and 2022

38,1%

22%

9,1%

4,9%

4,1%

1

2

3

4

5

Top 

Sending 

Country

45,5%

18,7%

10,2%

8,9%

2,8%

2011 2022
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Education
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44,1%

44,1%

40,8%

37,8%

36,0%

34,0%

31,6%

30,7%

28,0%

27,4%

5,82

6,01

7,11

8,6

7,34

9,01

6,87

7,75

6,2

3,87

9,23

10

11

9,36

10,02

8,17

10,92

11,61

7,78

5,51

5,93

8,78

6,67

4,84

6,10

4,25

7,29

5,93

5,08

6,03

34,3%

30,4%

33,6%

38,7%

39,8%

43,9%

42,6%

43,3%

52,4%

56,7%

FS

WC

GP

LP

SA

EC

MP

KZN

NW

NC

0–4 years attending an ECD programme by province, Census 

2022

Creche/educare center 

Pre-school/nursery school/Grade 00/Grade 

000/Grade R

Home/community playgroup
Day mother/Gogo/Childminder

Other

None

Six out of ten children aged 0-4 years had access to some form of 

early childhood development (ECD) program

Children in NC 

and NW were 

more likely not 

to participate in 

ECD

Children in WC 

and GP were 

more likely to 

participate in 

ECD
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Persons aged 5–24 years attending school increased by 3% from 

70,1% in 1996 to 73,4% in 2022.

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

1996 22,5 49,1 73,1 81,8 87,9 91,3 93,6 94,4 94,8 94,4 92,7 89,3 84,1 75,7 65,3 54,6 45,8 37,0 28,8 23,1

2001 45,6 70,3 88,4 93,4 94,6 94,4 94,8 95,7 95,1 94,0 91,3 87,4 81,5 70,7 57,9 46,2 35,7 25,5 18,8 14,0

2011 81,1 92,6 96,0 96,7 97,0 96,7 96,8 96,1 95,8 95,4 93,8 90,8 85,5 74,2 58,8 45,7 34,8 25,3 19,1 14,9

2022 92,4 95,0 95,7 95,9 96,0 95,8 95,6 95,4 95,0 94,5 93,3 90,6 80,6 59,9 46,2 37,0 30,1 23,2 18,6 15,7

Population aged 5–24 by school attendance by age, Census 2022

The proportion of older 

learners attending school 

declined over time

Higher 

proportion 

of young 

learners 

attending 

school in 

2022 

compared 

to 1996
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19,1%

6,9%
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10%
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19962001 2011 2022

Post-schoolNSC/Grade 12Some SecondarySome Primary/

Completed Primary
No Schooling

16,3%

37,6

%
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40%

1996 2001 2011 2022

7,1%

12,2

%
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1996 2001 2011 2022

16,6%

7,4%

7,4%

3,5%

0%
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10%
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35%

40%

19962001 2011 2022

33,6%

31,6

%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

19962001 2011 2022

The percentage of persons aged 20 years and older who completed secondary 

education more than doubled from 16,3% in 1996 to 37,6% in 2022.

Population aged 20 years and older by educational attainment, Census 1996–2022
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20,5%

24,2%

24,3%

27,7%

29,5%

29,7%

69,4%

74,4%

78,1%

79,4%

79,5%

75,8%

75,7%

72,3%

70,5%

70,3%

30,6%

25,6%

21,9%

20,6%

0% 15% 30% 45% 60% 75% 90%

Office Administration

Psychology

Health Professions And Related Clinical Sciences

Education

Languages, linguistics Or Literature

Social Sciences

Architecture And The Built Environment

Military Sciences

Engineering

Electrical Infrastructure

Female Male

FemaleMale

Some of the 

largest gaps 

between the 

genders are to be 

found in 

Education, Health 

and Engineering 

Population aged 20 years and older by field of education and sex, Census 2022

Females were more likely to obtain a qualification in health professions and related 

clinical sciences 75,7% in 2022
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75,8%

72,3%

63,2%

55,3%

48,5%

37,9%

35,4%

21,9%

20,6%

72,5%

69,6%

60,6%

51,8%

41,2%

31,6%

27,8%

15,1%

16,4%

0% 50% 100%

Psychology

Education

Communication, Journalism and Related Studies

Business, Economics and Management Sciences

Law

Agriculture, Agricultural Operations & Related Sciences

Philosophy, Religion and Theology

Engineering

Electrical Infrastructure

Female Population aged 20 years and older by selected field of education, Census 2011(Grey) , Census 2022(Green)

Increasing proportions in Females studying in 

fields such as Engineering and Electrical 

Infrastructure , but still far below parity 

FEMALES

+6,8% Points

Access to certain fields of study in post-secondary education remains sex-segregated 
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Disability questions in the Censuses 

• Six  Washington Group questions recommended for censuses for international comparability of 

statistics on persons with disabilities

• Same set of questions asked in Censuses 2011 and 2022: Seeing; Hearing; communicating; 

Walking/climbing stairs; Remembering or concentrating and Self-care.

• Disability status derived from the six questions based on the following  criteria:

o A person with ‘some difficulty’ in at least two domains of functioning;

o A person who reported ‘a lot of difficulty’ in any of the six domains of functioning;

o A person who reported ‘unable to do’ in any of the six domains of functioning;

• Limitation

o Disability status of children 0-4 not measured

o Excludes institutionalised population
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Prevalence of disability  has declined from 7,4% to 6,0% 

between 2011 and 2022

7,46,0%

0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8%

Disability prevalence

2022

2011

Disability prevalence, Census 2011 and 2022

Based on Six  Washington Group questions recommended for censuses 

Limitation:

• Disability status of  children 0-4 not measured

• Excludes institutionalised population
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Increasing age is closely related to increasing disability

56,6%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85+

Age group

Census 2011

Census 2022

As people become older, 

some degree of difficulty 

emerges in certain areas 

including but not limited the 

six functional domains* 

*Seeing, hearing, communicating, walking or climbing stairs, remembering or concentrating, as well as self-care. 

In 2011, those aged between 40 

and 70 showed a slightly higher 

prevalence of disability

Disability prevalence by age group, Census 2011 and 2022
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Majority of the homeless were roofless (79,9%) while 20,1% were in shelter 

Census 2022 counted a total of 55 719 homeless persons in South 

Africa

Distribution of homeless persons by province, Census 2022 
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Close to 3 out of every 4 homeless lived in 

Metropolitan areas

25,9%

18,1%

15,6%

11,9%

10,1%

9,2%

3,3%

3,3%

2,7%

Non-Metros

City of Tshwane

City of Johannesburg

City of Cape Town Metro

eThekwini

Ekurhuleni

Mangaung

Buffalo City

Nelson Mandela Bay

Metro 

Municipality

Non Metro 

Municipality

Distribution of homeless persons by geographic location, Census 2022 
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Housing and Households
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9,1M

11,2M

14,4M

17,8M

1996

2001

2011

2022

17,8 million households in Census 2022. 

Households Census 1996–2022

HOUSEHOLDS

Since 1996, the 

number of 

households 

almost doubled
Increase by 23,7% from 

1996

Increase by 28,9% from 

2001

Increase by 23,4% from 

2011
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Average household size  declined slightly between 2011 and 

2022

Average household size Census 1996–2022

4,5

4,0

3,6

3,5

1996

2001

2011

20222022
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65,1%
68,8%

77,6%

88,5%
18,3% 14,8%

7,9%

3,1%16,2% 16,4% 13,6%
8,1%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Census 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2022

Formal Housing

Traditional Housing

Informal Housing

Other

Households that resided in formal dwellings increased sharply 

from 65,1% in 1996 to 88,5% in 2022. 

Households by type of main dwelling, Census 1996-2022
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Service Delivery
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0-19,9% 20-39,9% 40-59,9% 60-79,9% 80-100%

1996 2001 2011 2022

Access to electricity for lighting in SA went from 58,1% in 1996 to 94,7% in 2022

Emadlangeni (72,1%) is now the 

only municipality with less than 

80% of households having 

access to electricity for lighting

Households by access electricity for lighting by municipality, Census 2022
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In 2022, over four-fifths (82,4%) of households in the country had access 

to piped water either inside their dwelling or inside their yard. 

Households by access to piped water, Census 1996-2022

16,6%

29,0%

27,1%

22,7%19,6
23,2

17,9

8,9

44,2%

32,3%

46,3%

59,7%

1996 2001 2011 2022

Piped water outside 

yard/on community stand

No access to piped water

Piped water inside yard

Piped water inside dwelling

No Access to piped water has 

more than halved between 

1996 and 2022

Piped water inside dwelling now 

the  dominant method of 

receiving piped water

19,6%
23,2%

17,9%

8,9%

19,7%
15,5%

8,8%  8,7 %
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Over the period 1996-2022, percentage of households with no access to 

piped water halved (from 19,7% to 8,7%). 

85,5%

75,0%

49,0%

54,5%

59,7%

43,3%

51,8%

47,0%

49,5%

31,4%

7,6%

19,2%

43,2%

27,4%

22,7%

31,2%

25,3%

32,1%

17,6%

29,8%

6,0%

3,7%

4,8%

13,9%

8,9%

15,3%

10,6%

7,8%

13,4%

18,3%

0,9%

2,1%

3,0%

4,2%

8,7%

10,2%

12,4%

13,1%

19,5%

20,5%

Western Cape

Gauteng

Free State

Northern Cape

SA

North West

KwaZulu-Natal

Mpumalanga

Eastern Cape

Limpopo

No access to piped (tap) water Piped (tap) water inside dwelling Piped (tap) water inside yard Piped (tap) water on community 

stand1 in 5 

households in 

Limpopo have 

no access to 

piped water

Households by access to piped water, Census 2022
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There remains is a sizeable 

proportion of households in Limpopo 

(20,5%) and Eastern Cape (19,5%) 

with no access to piped water.

Households by access to piped water by municipality, Census 2022

0-19,9% 20-39,9% 40-59,9% 60-79,9% 80-100%

1996 2001 2011 2022

In 2022, over four-fifths (82,4%) of households in the country had access 

to piped water either inside their dwelling or inside their yard

Percentage access to piped water 
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In 2022, over four-fifths (82,4%) of households in the country had access 

to piped water either inside their dwelling or inside their yard. 

Households by access to piped water, Census 1996-2022

16,6%

29,0%

27,1%

22,7%19,6
23,2

17,9

8,9

44,2%

32,3%

46,3%

59,7%

1996 2001 2011 2022

Piped water outside 

yard/on community stand

No access to piped water

Piped water inside yard

Piped water inside dwelling

No Access to piped water has 

more than halved between 

1996 and 2022

Piped water inside dwelling now 

the  dominant method of 

receiving piped water

19,6%
23,2%

17,9%

8,9%

19,7%
15,5%

8,8%  8,7 %

57



IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH DATA ECOSYSTEMS

Over the period 1996-2022, percentage of households with no access to 

piped water halved (from 19,7% to 8,7%). 

85,5%

75,0%

49,0%

54,5%

59,7%

43,3%

51,8%

47,0%

49,5%

31,4%

7,6%

19,2%

43,2%

27,4%

22,7%

31,2%

25,3%

32,1%

17,6%

29,8%

6,0%

3,7%

4,8%

13,9%

8,9%

15,3%

10,6%

7,8%

13,4%

18,3%

0,9%

2,1%

3,0%

4,2%

8,7%

10,2%

12,4%

13,1%

19,5%

20,5%

Western Cape

Gauteng

Free State

Northern Cape

SA

North West

KwaZulu-Natal

Mpumalanga

Eastern Cape

Limpopo

No access to piped (tap) water Piped (tap) water inside dwelling Piped (tap) water inside yard Piped (tap) water on community 

stand1 in 5 

households in 

Limpopo have 

no access to 

piped water

Households by access to piped water, Census 2022
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Households using flush toilets have increased period by 10,7 percentage 

points between 2011 and 2022

Households by type of toilet facility households by type of toilet facility, Census 2011-2022

70,83%

60,10%

2
,6

%

2
,5

%

21,9%

28,0%

1
,0

%

2
,1

%

2
,1

%

1,6%

5
,2

%

2022

2011

Flush Toilets Chemical Toilet Pit Toilets

Bucket toilet for 2022 includes Bucket toilet collected by municipality and Bucket toilet emptied by household. Other for 2022 includes 

Ecological toilet

Bucket toilet (emptied by household)1,1%

Bucket toilet (collected by municipality) 1,5% 
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70,8% 93,9% 89,7%
58,7% 76,3% 58,9% 73,0% 58,5% 54,9% 35,2%

20,7%

5,8%

15,2%

7,1%

15,1%
10,7%

21,1%

12,5% 10,4% 10,6% 13,3% 8,9%
21,8%

27,9%
36,8%

2,6% Chemical toilet 

1,0% Other

1,6% None

Flush toilet

Pit latrine with VIP 9,4%

2,1% Bucket toilet 

Pit latrine without ventilation 

pipe 

WC
GP

EC FS KZN NC

NW
MP

LP

SA

Limpopo had 3 times the amount of pit latrine 

without ventilation pipe than the national average

Households that resided in Western Cape (93,9%) and Gauteng (89,7%) 

had greater access to flush toilets. 

Households by type of toilet facility and province, Census 2022
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Approximately two-thirds (66,3%) of households in the country had 

their refuse removed by a local authority once a week

66,3%22,3%

Removed by local authority at least once a week

Removed by local authority less often, 1,3% 

Own refuse dump

1,61% Communal refuse dump

Communal container/central collection 

point 

3,3%

Dump or leave

rubbish anywhere 4,5%

Other 

0,7%

Households by type of refuse disposal utilised, Census-2022
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The proportion of Households that Dump or leave rubbish anywhere 

has halved between 1996 and 2022

Households by type of refuse disposal utilised, Census-1996-2022

52,1% 55,4%
62,1% 66,3%

32,6% 32,5%
28,2%

22,3%

9,7%
8,5% 5,4% 4,5%

1996 2001 2011 2022

Removed by local 

authority at least 

once a week

Own refuse dump

Dump or leave  rubbish anywhere

SA recorded an 

upward trend in 

refuse removed by 

a local authority 

regularly, an increase 

from 52,1% in 1996 

to 66,3% in 2022
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5,8%

50,3%

79,0%

83,2%

92,1%

24,4%

73,0%

52,6%

53,8%

32,3%

The percentage of households that own a landline/telephone declined 

significantly between 2011 and 2022, while cellphone ownership has increased

Cellphone

Refrigerator/freezer

Television

Radio

Landline/telephone

Percentage distribution of households by ownership of household goods, Census 2011–2022
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21,1%

60,5%

13,3%

4,7%

0,3%

64,8%

16,3%

8,6%

5,6%

4,7%

Increased internet penetration over the period 2011 to 2022 . 

No access to internet 

services

Use cellphone or any 

other mobile device

Home with an internet 

connection in the dwelling

From elsewhere

From place of work

Percentage distribution of households by access to internet, Census 2011 & 2022

2011 2022
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28,7%

26,2%

19,2%

18,0%

16,1%

14,7%

13,8%

10,1%

5,0%

2,4%

Limpopo

Eastern Cape

KwaZulu-Natal

Mpumalanga

Free State

North West

South Africa

Northern Cape

Gauteng

Western Cape

3,9%

3,5%

3,1%

3,8%

5,8%

5,2%

4,3%

8,6%

4,3%

21,9%

83,6%

78,3%

82,8%

83,9%

80,3%

74,8%

80,7%

64,0%

83,2%

57,4%

6,3%

7,8%

5,9%

6,3%

7,7%

10,0%

7,2%

15,2%

7,3%

13,6%

6,2%

10,3%

8,2%

6,1%

6,2%

10,0%

7,7%

12,3%

5,2%

7,1%

Households involved in agricultural activities Producing only for own consumption (Main reason)

Producing only for sale Producing mainly for sale 

with some own consumption

Producing mainly for own 

consumption with some sale

Most households reported agricultural activity for own consumption

13,8% of all 

households in 

SA are involved 

agricultural 

households. 

65



IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH DATA ECOSYSTEMS

55,00%

54,93%

52,58%

52,18%

52,17%

48,71%

48,56%

48,47%

48,46%

48,25%

Mbizana

Impendle

Ntabankulu

Ingquza Hill

Emadlangeni

Nyandeni

Nkandla

Port St Johns

Mbhashe

UMuziwabant

u

EC

KZN

Percentage distribution of households involved in agricultural activities- TOP 10- 2022

The highest proportions of households involved in agricultural activities fall 

within the Eastern Cape and KZN 
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PHASED DATA 

RELEASE

Phase 1: National and provincial launch include selected indicators 

disseminated at national, provincial and municipal levels.

List of products: 

• Statistical Release 

• Provinces @ a Glance 

• How the count was done 

• Tables 

Phase 2: Data to be released to public including lower levels of 

geography: community profiles and small area layer.

List of products: Products be released in a staggered approach

• Electronic products including  SuperCross and superweb

• 10% Sample

• Theme based monographs/indepth reports
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Census 2022

Ndzi Hela Kwala!


